2.24                         RIG-VEDA SANHITi.

36.  Liberal, wise, (borne by his own) steeds,* a hero,
the slayer of VBITEA, (aided) by the MARUTS, truthful,
he is the protector of the performer of holy rites.

37.  Worship, PRIYAMEBHA, with mind intent upon
him, that INDRA, who is truthful when exhilarated by
the Sotoia potations.1

38.  Sing, KAKWAS, the mighty (!NDRA), of widely-
sung renown, the protector of the good, the desirous
of (sacrificial) food, present in many places.

39.  He who, a friend (to his worshippers), the doer
of great deeds, tracing the cattle by their foot-marks,
being without (other means of detectionf), restored
them to those leaders (of rites) who willingly put their
trust in him.

40.  Thou, thunderer, approaching in the form of a
ram,2 hast come toj MEDHY!TITHI, of the race of
KANWA, thus propitiating thee.

1 Somaih satyamadvd, in vino veritas conveys a similar
notion,, but truth, or truthful, as applied to a deity in the Veda,
means one who keeps faith with his worshippers, who grants
their prayers; so Indra, in his cups, is especially bountiful to
those who praise him.

* Cf. vol. i. p* 135, and Shadmnta Brdhmana 1.1. [The
legend is also found in the BdshlialaUpanishad, as given in
Anquetil du Perron's translation. Dr. Weber compares the
Greek legend of Ganymede].

* Of railtcr, " wise, attaining his object by. his steeds."
f Or rather, " tracing them, though without their footsteps
(to guide him}".
t Or rather, * didst carry off," ayal^ i.e. ^